
Chapter 6 lesson 1 - Earth

Crust- rock that makes up Earth’s outermost layer. It can crack easily. Earth’s landforms and
underwater features are found on the crust. The crust is the thinnest layer.
Mantle- layer of rock below the crust. It is solid, but some of the rock can move or change
shape at higher pressures and temperatures. It is the thickest layer.
Outer Core- liquid layer below the mantle. It is made mostly of melted iron. It creates Earth’s
magnetic field.
Inner Core- sphere of solid material at Earth’s center. It is the hottest part of Earth. It is probably
made of iron
Delta- is a landform that is sometimes shaped like a triangle.
Drainage basin- is the area of land drained by flowing water.

•The Earth is divided into four main layers: Crust, Mantle, Outer Core and Inner Core.
• Many natural features on the Earth’s surface are called landforms.
•The tallest and most visible landforms are mountains.
•A plain is the flattest kind of landform. They are large areas of land without hills or mountains.
•Landforms can be shaped by flowing water.

-Streams and rivers can create small channels or gullies where they flow.
-Strong flows can create deep valleys.
-Rivers can form canyons. The Grand Canyon is an example of a canyon created from a

river.
-Waves can shape beaches. Depending on the types of waves, it could create a smooth

and flat beach or a sharp and rocky beach.
•Landforms can be shaped by wind.

-Sand dunes are formed by gusts of wind that can pile sand into large mounds in
deserts and on the beaches.
•As rivers get slower and empties into the ocean, it drops off bits of sand and soil it carried and
forms a delta. A delta is a landform that is sometimes shaped like a triangle.
•A drainage basin is the area of land drained by flowing water. It is a smaller river flowing into a
bigger river.
•Levels from land to sea:

1-A continental shelf is part of land that is covered by the sea. It can stretch seaward
for miles.

2-Beyond the continental shelf is the continental slope. This land is the steeper part of
the continent that slopes down towards the ocean floor.

3-The base of the slope is the continental rise. It connects the continent to the ocean
floor.

4-Ocean floor- Most of it is flat and without features. However, long mountain ranges
stretch along the bottom of the oceans. These are ocean ridges.


